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by the prospect of the long-dreaded Russian invasion of India
via Afghanistan. This and this alone explains the panic which
had seized the Government of the Punjab and had infected
even the Government of India to such an extent, that Montagu
himself felt constrained to give way and largely to stifle his
misgivings.

I say, this explains the panic: but it certainly does not excuse
it. As for the facts, not a single Indian soldier had shown signs
of rebellion; and when Amanullah started his little war upon
India on April 25, 1919, it took the British Army at the North-
West Frontier less than three weeks to defeat him and make
him sue for an armistice. As long as the Government of India
looks upon itself as a handful of foreigners, who keep a most
precarious hold upon their power, a policy of rule by "pres-
tige53 and of maintaining that prestige, if necessary, by terror-
ism, becomes of course inevitable: the only alternative to all
this is to make the Government in fact, what it is in name,
a government of India; to rally to it and incorporate into it
all national Indian forces and thus throw upon them and their
leaders an ever-increasing responsibility for maintaining order
within and defending the country against attacks from without.
This involves risks, it is said: even if it did, one can but retort
that an opposite policy to-day has no longer even a chance of
succeeding. A Jallianwalla Bagh is no cure, any more than
raising a whirlwind is a cure for a conflagration; and it is an
unbalanced mind and one quite unfit for governance, that can
advocate it, because, forsooth, it has often blown out a farthing
dip before.

As for the Indian Mohammedans, their apprehensions grew
steadily. Constantinople was occupied by Infidel armies, who
had reduced the Sultan (Mohammed VI) to be a mere puppet in
their hands. In May 1919 the Greeks had landed in Smyrna
and the dividing-up of the whole of Turkey seemed imminent.
Since the Lucknow Pact it had become customary for Moslems